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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF MEMORIES  
AT EDELWEISS LODGE AND RESORT
The Edelweiss Lodge and Resort is approaching a significant milestone in our long history of 
providing hospitality to service members and their families – our 20th anniversary in 2024. 

Since the day we opened our doors two decades ago, Edelweiss Lodge and Resort has had the  
privilege of welcoming over 2.5 million guests through our Resort. Each visit has been an 
opportunity for us to create lasting memories, and it warms our hearts to know that many of you have 
shared those moments with us and continue to do so. To see guests who once visited as children now 
working with us as young adults is a testament to the bonds we have built over the years.

At the heart of our mission is a deep commitment to serving the dedicated men and women of the 
United States Armed Forces, retirees, and their families. Your trust in us has been the driving force  
behind our success, and we are immensely proud to have been a part of your cherished moments.

The Edelweiss team is motivated and inspired by the wonderful experiences we’ve shared with you, 
and we are fully dedicated to continuing our long tradition of hospitality. As we stand on the cusp of 
our 20th anniversary, we are also excited to share that we have several significant projects in the works. 
Our goal is to enhance and expand services, ensuring quality, affordable accommodations that will 
carry our legacy into the next two decades.

Your choice in making Edelweiss Lodge and Resort your destination of choice for family vacations  
has been the cornerstone of our success, and we look forward to many more years of creating  
extraordinary moments with you. We invite you to join us in commemorating this special occasion 
throughout the year, as we look back on the memories we’ve created together and set our sights 
on the exciting future that lies ahead.

Here’s to 20 years of cherished memories and the promise of many more to come!

Warm regards,

Brian Borda 
General Manager 
Edelweiss Lodge and Resort
An Armed Forces Recreation Resort





The foundations of the Armed Forces Recreation Center, Europe were laid in 1945, 

soon after the end of hostilities in Europe. As soon as the occupation began, Army 

Special Services officers wasted no time in getting the prewar tourist facilities back 

into operation. Virtually every hotel, from downtown Garmisch to the top of the 

Zugspitze, was put to use by occupation troops. The Americans “confiscated” all 

those facilities that had been used by the German Armed Forces or the Nazi Party 

during the war, and “requisitioned” those hotels in Garmisch-Partenkirchen which 

had been used as temporary military hospitals and convalescent centers. Golf, 

hunting, fishing, skiing and sailing awaited the war-weary soldiers. Soon troops from 

all over U.S. Forces Europe Command were flocking to southern Germany for rest 

and relaxation.

With the formal end of the US occupation of Germany, USAREUR began returning the hotels used by the Garmisch Recreation Area to private ownership. As late as June 

1952, the Garmisch Recreation Area still included 12 hotels in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Grainau, and on both the Kreuzeck and Zugspitze, as well as the golf course and 

numerous ski slopes. Throughout the years, AFRC Europe included a number of facilites including, restaurants, horse stables, tennis courts and campgrounds. 

In April 1989, plans for the downsizing and consolidation of AFRCs began. Over half the buildings on the Artillery Kaserne were demolished in preparation for a new 

AFRC hotel. Bechtesgaden and Chiemsee hotels remained open until the final closure of Chiemsee in September 2003. Meanwhile, the groundbreaking ceremony for 

Edelweiss Lodge and Resort began in 2002. The 330-room resort would feature Alpine views, guided tours, wellness treatments and much more. Edelweiss Lodge and 

Resort opened its doors on 15 September 2004. We are proud to have been serving those who serve for the past 20 years and look forward to many more years to come.

THE AFRC STORY
Armed Forces Recreation Centers  (AFRCs) 
provide rest, relaxation,  recreation and 
sustainment for military personnel, their 
families and other members of the Total 
Defense Force.
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THROUGH THE YEARS
In 1945, the foundation of Armed Forces Recreation Centers 
were laid. Following the capture of Berchtesgaden and 
Chiemsee, initiatives to reintroduce recreational activities 
in Bavaria for fatigued soldiers gained momentum. With 
offerings such as golf, hunting, skiing, and sailing, the area 
evolved into a haven of leisure for service members.

To accommodate the 
demand, the opening of 
three recreation centers 

began in 1953. The General 
Patton, General Von Steuben 

and Green Arrow Inn with 
over 600 rooms.

USAREUR re-evaluated the 
control of German hotels. 

The decision from the report 
was to return hotels like 
Roterhann and Reisersee 

facilities back to Garmisch.

April 19, 1989 plans were 
finalized for the consolidation 

of recreation centers. The 
demolition of buildings on 

the Sheridan Kaserne began 
to make room for the new 

AFRC Resort.

Congress decided to 
consolidate the Chiemsee and 

Garmisch facilities. In 2002, 
ground breaking begun on the 
new modern resort later to be 
called Edelweiss Lodge and 

Resort.

General Patton Hotel
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen





building vacation memories since 2004
Over 3.8 million Service Member guests

Over 5 million coffees served

4,216 conference and unit groups hosted

760,613 liters of beer poured







GROUND BREAKING

Left to right:  Mr. Richard Lebrun, Tim Bartlett, Mr. Pete Isaacs. Mr. Russell, Brigadier General Antonio M. Taguba, 

Mr. John Mclaurin, Herr Ministerial, Direktor Hans Hermann Scheider, Mr. John Molino, Lieutenant Colonel Steven Tenant

The groundbreaking ceremony took place on May 7, 2002, marking 
the commencement of construction on Edelweiss Lodge and Resort.



BUILDING VACATION DREAMS



The Edelweiss Story
For generations this flower has been the inspiration for folklore, music and stories  

depicting the themes of love and healing. The Edelweiss flower serves as a symbol of 

prestige throughout the Alps and is often proudly displayed on clothing, like a soldier may 

wear a medal of distinction. The flower is also revered for its medicinal healing abilities, 

symbolizing the role Edelweiss Lodge and Resort plays in providing rest and relaxation to 

service members and their families.

On a crisp spring morning, a young couple set out on a hike through the mountains 

of southern Germany. The young man spots the white flower with felt like petals on 

an exposed cliff. In order to pick the Edelweiss, he ignores his own safety to prove his 

bravery. Reaching out on loose rock, he plucks the flower. He now has the “ultimate love 

charm” of the Alps to give to his lovely lady. 



October 2004



Serving those who serve
We take great pride in more than 2,000 devoted individuals who have enriched our 
team. Each member has been essential to our journey, exemplifying our dedication to 
our guests. It is their steadfast commitment that distinguishes Edelweiss Resort.



a 20-year legacy
Nestled in the Heart of Europe, Edelweiss Lodge and Resort offers a unique experience 
where guests have the opportunity to encounter distinguished visitors from a variety of 
backgrounds, enriching their stay with engaging encounters and cultural exchanges.





RIDE THE ALPS
GARMISCH, GERMANY

Military Motorcycle Rally
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UMGC EUROPE
SERVING THE MILITARY IN 
WAR AND PEACE SINCE 1949

From its inception in 1947, University 
of Maryland Global Campus (UMGC) 
was a leader in accommodating and 
educating adult students across 
Maryland, including GIs returning from 
World War II. In 1949, at the request of 
the U.S. Department of Defense, UMGC 
became the fi rst institution of higher 
education in America to send faculty 
to Europe to teach college classes to 

active-duty servicemembers. From a 
handful of sites in postwar Germany, 
the overseas program expanded across 
Europe, as well as the Middle East, 
North Africa, and Asia. UMGC’s success 
in Europe positioned the university as 
the leading higher education provider 
to the U.S. military, veterans, and their 
dependents around the world.

HISTORIC HEADQUARTERS
View of Heidelberg (home of UMGC’s 
fi rst headquarter in Germany) from the 
Neckar River. Today, UMGC Europe 
is based in Kaiserslautern, Germany, near 
U.S. Army Garrison Rheinland-Pfalz 
and Ramstein Air Base, which host the 
largest presence of U.S. Armed Forces 
outside of the United States.

HAILS FROM 
THE CHIEFS 

Eight U.S. presidents, from 
Dwight Eisenhower to Barack 

Obama, have sent letters 
commending UMGC’s service 

to the U.S. military. In the fi rst 
letter, sent in 1959, President 

Eisenhower cited the growing 
popularity of the program.

The map held a place of honor in the 
o�  ce of European Division Director 
Mason G. Daly (1960s). It remains on 
display in UMGC Europe’s current 
headquarters in Kaiserslautern.

THE MAP
This map, which dates back to UMGC’s fi rst decade 

in Europe, identifi ed the locations of classes at 
U.S. military installations and embassies in Europe, 

North Africa, the Middle East, and Russia. The 
color-coded fl ag pins tracked the continuously 

shifting locations. Gray pins denoted discontinued 
programs, mostly due to U.S. troop movements.

THE FLYING DEAN
In 1952, William Raymond “Ray” 

Ehrensberger was appointed dean. 
He circled the globe overseeing 

existing programs and seeking new 
opportunities. He was appointed as 

the university’s fi rst chancellor in 1970 
and served until 1975.

THE FIRST 
FACULTY
Seven faculty members arrived 
in Germany in October 1949: 
(left to right) Lyle Mayer, Bruce 
Melvin, David Sparks, Phyllis 
Sparks, Warren Strausbaugh, 
Verne Chatelain, and Martin 
Moser. These seven pioneers 
laid the groundwork for what 
would become UMGC Europe.

Patricia Coopersmith
Vice President & 

Director 2022-Present

Left: UMGC Europe faculty and sta	  in Heidelberg, Germany, 1990.

Right: MBA Professor Bert Jarreau demonstrates a live streaming format 
class o	 ered by UMGC Europe. Among its many benefi ts, this innovative 
format widens the course o	 erings for remote sites with small student 
populations. Right: This graduation recognition ceremony in Kandahar, Afghanistan, 

May 2012, was later disrupted by a rocket attack.

Left: UMGC was the fi rst university to have “boots on the ground” in Iraq, 
with faculty teaching classes on U.S. bases. UMGC Europe graduates, faculty, 
and sta	  are pictured here at the fi rst recognition ceremony on top of Al 
Faw Palace at Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq, May 2009.

For-credit fi eld study classes 
were introduced in the 1970s. 
Here, UMGC Europe students 
visit the site of an ancient 
Greek temple southeast of 
Athens, at Cape Sounion, 1983. 

Students visit the Stirling Castle during a fi eld study 
in Scotland, 2019.

UMGC Europe students shake 
hands with Pope John Paul II 
while visiting the Vatican 
in 1983.

Left: Dean Ray Ehrensberger in May 1951 with the fi rst overseas graduate, 
Col. William C. Bentley, an enthusiastic and determined student who advocated 
for o	 -campus programs overseas that led to the founding of UMGC Europe.

Right: Lt. Col. Woodru	  S. Bentley Sr. (U.S. Air Force, Ret.), son of 
UMGC Europe’s fi rst graduate, Col. William C. Bentley, congratulates 
his granddaughter, Lauren Bentley.

Left: During the early years of the European Program, nearly all students 
were men serving in the U.S. military. 

Right: Here, students study biology in the Sinai. By 2018, approximately 
44 percent of UMGC Europe students were female.

UMGC Europe’s most distinguished 
alumnus, General John W. Vessey Jr. 
rose from the ranks of enlisted men 
to become the 10th chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Sta	 . He graduated in 
1963 and later served as chair of the 
UMGC Board of Visitors.

europe.umgc.edu
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Silver Screen
Germany’s largest film studio, Babelsberg, used Edelweiss 
Resort to portray the 1988 Winter Olympic headquarters in 
Calgary, Alberta, where British ski jumper Michael “Eddie” 
Edwards began his underdog Olympic journey. 



Pullman Cafe
In 2020, we underwent an exciting transformation of Pullman Place, renovating 
our restaurant into a vibrant café that now offers an array of culinary delights, 
including sandwiches, locally sourced coffee, decadent desserts, freshly baked 
bread, and artisanal beers brewed right here in the region. Our beloved Pullman 
Cafe is now open daily. Step out onto our terrace and savor one of Germany’s 
most breathtaking views while relishing in the culinary delights.



85,000

Guided Tours

360,000

guided tours given to the 
popular Neuschwanstein 
Castle. This is a must-see tourist 
destination in Bavaria located 
only around one hour drive from 
Edelweiss Resort.

tour participants to one of our 21 
various daily guided tours to local 
attractions, breathtaking sights and 
culturally significant destinations. 

Edelweiss Resort continually strives to elevate the guest vacation  

experience with distinctive offerings tailored to each season. During the 

winter months, guests are enchanted by the festive ambiance of Christmas 

markets and the exhilaration of night sledding tours in Austria’s snowy 

mountains. In the summer, our Alpine Coaster tour invites guests to bask in 

the sunshine and embrace adventure and adrenaline.

Throughout the years, we’ve provided guests with opportunities to immerse 

themselves in the splendor of our region. From past excursions like the 

Three Country Boat Tour and Salzburg Tour to our current offerings such 

as the captivating Linderhof Palace Tour or the simple joys of a horse and 

carriage ride, Edelweiss consistently delivers unforgettable experiences that 

highlight the beauty of our landscape and culture.

As we celebrate two decades of hospitality, Edelweiss Resort takes pride in 

the diverse array of guided tours we’ve curated for our guests. Reflecting on 

the memories created and the sights explored together, we are grateful for 

the privilege of sharing in our guests’ vacation experiences.



snowsports

SKI KIDS

EDELWEISS

185,000
rental and tune ups 
for ski and snowboard 
equipment for service 
member guests.

Kids have learned to ski 
or snowboard with our  
Just For Kids program.

160,000
260,000
Lift tickets sold to the Zugspitze.



Rest & Relaxation
Throughout the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, the Edelweiss 
Lodge and Resort prioritized visits for R&R guests. 





GUEST STORIES

WHEN DID YOU STAY HERE? 
We stayed here in September of 2004 
during the soft opening of Edelweiss 
Resort. My husband, Michael, was on his 
two week R&R from Iraq. 

snyder family

HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU VISITED? 
We haven’t been back since, but hopefully 
plan to visit for our anniversary in 2025.

My favorite memory of the stay was the 
delicious food, the spacious rooms and the 
proximity of the surrounding mountains.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY? 

VICKERY family

WHEN DID YOU STAY HERE? 
Our first visit was  during the soft opening 
in September 2004. We stayed with some 
friends and enjoyed the Oktoberfest  
festivities and touring the local area.  

HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU VISITED? 
We have stayed four times from 2003 - 2006 
when we were stationed in Ramstein.

Just being at Edelweiss Lodge and Resort 
when it was brand new.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY? 

WHEN DID YOU STAY HERE?
We have lost count at how many times we 
have visited. We have been coming to the 
Resort since 2005. We have spent  
birthdays, baby moons, vacations,  
and marriage retreats at Edelweiss Resort. 
We will be coming back in 2024 for a  
birthday celebration! 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY?
Our kids love the Just for Kids program and 
the night sledding. We loved visiting the 
Linderhof Palace while on R&R and seeing 
King Ludwig’s man-made cave.

Richardson family



The Next Chapter
As we celebrate our 20-year milestone, we are excited to embark on 
a new chapter of growth and enhancement at Edelweiss Resort. With 
substantial commitments dedicated to facility improvements over the 
next five years, we are focused on elevating the guest experience to 
unprecedented heights. From the complete renovation of our guest 
rooms, to the revitalization of Zuggy’s Base Camp and the installation 
of a brand-new hot tub, these major upgrades reflect our unwavering 
dedication to ensuring every guest enjoys a truly exceptional stay. Our 
ongoing investment underscores our relentless pursuit of excellence 
and sets the stage for an even brighter future at Edelweiss Resort.







www.AFRCResorts.com





Transforming Lives 
One Student 

at a Time

125+ UMGC programs & specializations designed to help
you achieve whatever you dream of next while overseas

      ••    On-site, online, and virtual courses available 

      ••     50+ on base locations and services throughout Europe, 
     Middle East, and North Africa

       ••     Special overseas tuition rate with tuition and 
            credentialing assistance

      ••      Lifetime career services and alumni benefi ts europe.umgc.edu

 Visit us on base or 
in our virtual office. 


