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BRIAN BORDA

General Manager

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF MEMORIES
AT EDELWEISS LODGE AND RESORT

The Edelweiss Lodge and Resort is approaching a significant milestone in our long history of
providing hospitality to service members and their families — our 20th anniversary in 2024.

Since the day we opened our doors two decades ago, Edelweiss Lodge and Resort has had the
privilege of welcoming over 2.5 million guests through our Resort. Each visit has been an

opportunity for us to create lasting memories, and it warms our hearts to know that many of you have
shared those moments with us and continue to do so. To see guests who once visited as children now
working with us as young adults is a testament to the bonds we have built over the years.

At the heart of our mission is a deep commitment to serving the dedicated men and women of the
United States Armed Forces, retirees, and their families. Your trust in us has been the driving force
behind our success, and we are immensely proud to have been a part of your cherished moments.

The Edelweiss team is motivated and inspired by the wonderful experiences we've shared with you,
and we are fully dedicated to continuing our long tradition of hospitality. As we stand on the cusp of
our 20th anniversary, we are also excited to share that we have several significant projects in the works.
Our goal is to enhance and expand services, ensuring quality, affordable accommodations that will
carry our legacy into the next two decades.

Your choice in making Edelweiss Lodge and Resort your destination of choice for family vacations
has been the cornerstone of our success, and we look forward to many more years of creating
extraordinary moments with you. We invite you to join us in commemorating this special occasion
throughout the year, as we look back on the memories we've created together and set our sights
on the exciting future that lies ahead.

Here's to 20 years of cherished memories and the promise of many more to come!

Warm regards,

(7 SpinC ¥ B

Brian Borda

General Manager

Edelweiss Lodge and Resort

An Armed Forces Recreation Resort






THE AFRC STORY

Armed Forces Recreation Centers (AFRCs)
provide rest, relaxation, recreation and
sustainment for military personnel, their
families and other members of the Total
Defense Force.

The foundations of the Armed Forces Recreation Center, Europe were laid in 1945,
soon after the end of hostilities in Europe. As soon as the occupation began, Army
Special Services officers wasted no time in getting the prewar tourist facilities back
into operation. Virtually every hotel, from downtown Garmisch to the top of the
Zugspitze, was put to use by occupation troops. The Americans “confiscated” all
those facilities that had been used by the German Armed Forces or the Nazi Party
during the war, and “requisitioned” those hotels in Garmisch-Partenkirchen which
had been used as temporary military hospitals and convalescent centers. Golf,
hunting, fishing, skiing and sailing awaited the war-weary soldiers. Soon troops from

all over U.S. Forces Europe Command were flocking to southern Germany for rest

and relaxation.

With the formal end of the US occupation of Germany, USAREUR began returning the hotels used by the Garmisch Recreation Area to private ownership. As late as June
1952, the Garmisch Recreation Area still included 12 hotels in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Grainau, and on both the Kreuzeck and Zugspitze, as well as the golf course and

numerous ski slopes. Throughout the years, AFRC Europe included a number of facilites including, restaurants, horse stables, tennis courts and campgrounds.

In April 1989, plans for the downsizing and consolidation of AFRCs began. Over half the buildings on the Artillery Kaserne were demolished in preparation for a new
AFRC hotel. Bechtesgaden and Chiemsee hotels remained open until the final closure of Chiemsee in September 2003. Meanwhile, the groundbreaking ceremony for
Edelweiss Lodge and Resort began in 2002. The 330-room resort would feature Alpine views, guided tours, wellness treatments and much more. Edelweiss Lodge and

Resort opened its doors on 15 September 2004. We are proud to have been serving those who serve for the past 20 years and look forward to many more years to come.
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ot In 1945, the foundation of Armed Forces Recreation Centers
were laid. Following the capture of Berchtesgaden and
Chiemsee, initiatives to reintroduce recreational activities

in Bavaria for fatigued soldiers gained momentum. With
offerings such as golf, hunting, skiing, and sailing, the area
evolved into a haven of leisure for service members.

To accommodate the

General Patton Hotel
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen demand, the opening of

three recreation centers
began in 1953. The General
Patton, General Von Steuben

and Green Arrow Inn with

over 600 rooms.

USAREUR re-evaluated the
control of German hotels.
The decision from the report
was to return hotels like
Roterhann and Reisersee
facilities back to Garmisch.

THROUGH THE YEARS

wiarmoo GARMISCH HAS EVERVTHING wwerevoso

GARMIECH

EEIEY PATERREAE
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April 19, 1989 plans were
finalized for the consolidation
of recreation centers. The
demolition of buildings on
the Sheridan Kaserne began
to make room for the new
AFRC Resort.
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Congress decided to
consolidate the Chiemsee and
Garmisch facilities. In 2002,
ground breaking begun on the
new modern resort later to be
called Edelweiss Lodge and
Resort.
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GROUND BREAKING

The groundbreaking ceremony took place on May 7, 2002, marking
the commencement of construction on Edelweiss Lodge and Resort.
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THE EDELWEISS STORY

For generations this flower has been the inspiration for folklore, music and stories
depicting the themes of love and healing. The Edelweiss flower serves as a symbol of
prestige throughout the Alps and is often proudly displayed on clothing, like a soldier may
wear a medal of distinction. The flower is also revered for its medicinal healing abilities,
symbolizing the role Edelweiss Lodge and Resort plays in providing rest and relaxation to

service members and their families.

On a crisp spring morning, a young couple set out on a hike through the mountains
of southern Germany. The young man spots the white flower with felt like petals on
an exposed cliff. In order to pick the Edelweiss, he ignores his own safety to prove his

bravery. Reaching out on loose rock, he plucks the flower. He now has the “ultimate love

charm” of the Alps to give to his lovely lady.

STARSK#STRIPES,

AFRC to name new resort after Alps flower

BY RICK SCAVETTA
Stars and Siripes

HEIDELBERG, Germany —
The new Armed Forces Recre-
ation Center resort hotel in
Garmisch will be named after a
small white fower commaonly
found in the Alps.

Brig. Gen. Robert L. Decker,
commander of the Community
and Family Support Center, an-
nounced the name of the Edel-
weiss Lodge and Resort on
Tuesday ar the Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Expa here.

The Army also released an
artist's rendering of what the re-
sort will look like upon comple-
tion in the fall of 2004. The re-
sort will have 330 guest rooms,
a full-service conference facili-
ty, pool and wellness center and
three restaurants with Alping
VIEWS.

“Just as no two flowers are
alike, servicemembers all have
different needs,” Decker said
when announcing the name.
“This new hotel is designed
with this in mind.”

For centuries, edelweiss has
been a symbol of prestige for
Austria, Switzerland and Ger-
many, Since 1878, the high-alt-
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Photo couresy of AFRC

An artist's rendering of the Edelweiss Lodge and Resort to be built
by the Armed Forces Recreation Center in Garmisch, Germany.

tude grown perennial has been
a protected species in the Alps.

The fower entered popular
culture when, in the film “The
Sound of Music,” actor Christo-
pher Plummer sang to the von
Trapp children about the flow-
er that represented the Austri-
an homeland.

Many Europeans living in the
Alps still wear the flower or its

likeness on their clothing a5 a
soldier might wear a medal of
honor.

Also, the Nower is revered for
its medicinal healing abilities,
symbolizing the role the resort
Mays in providing rest and re-
laxation 0 servicemembers
and their families, according to
AFRC officials.
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SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE

..~ We take great pride in more than 2,000 devoted individuals who have enriched our
team. Each member has been essential to our journey, exemplifying our dedication to
our guests. It is their steadfast commitment that distinguishes Edelweiss Resort.
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A 20-YEAR LEGACY

Nestled in the Heart of Europe, Edelweiss Lodge and Resort offers a unique experience
where guests have the opportunity to encounter distinguished visitors from a variety of
backgrounds, enriching their stay with engaging encounters and cultural exchanges.







Friclay, May 13, 2016

RIDE THE ALPS WEEKEND

Garmisch-Partenkirchen. Germany

|

RID_E " ALPS

roads Edebtweiss Lodge and Resort in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. Here, n past
participant points the way to scenic views along marked routes.

Buauisi lacnicmToolurizn Lodge end Mesad

The 10th annual Ride the Alps military motorcycle rally takes place kme 24-26 on the scenic mountain

MILITARY MOTORCYCLE RALLY

STARSK#STRIPES.

THE EUROPE EXPERIENCE

,.] GET YOUR MOTOR RUNNIN’:
+ Ride the Alps 10th annual rally

The growls of Harleys and
sport bikes will soon take over
the Alping roads surrounding
the Edebweiss Lodge and Resort
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen,
Germany, with the annual Ride
the Alps military motorcycle
rally June 24-26. The event

1 brings military riders together
from all over Evrope

This year marks the 10th
snniversary of the ride, which
began &5 & customer-apprecia-

tion event sponsored by Military

Auto Source, the overseas mili-
tary matoreycle sales program
for Harley-Davidson. Now, the
event hosts as many as 300
participants from as far away as
Spain and leeland

Thi Alps are one of the best
destinations in the world for
mutorcycle riding, according to
Brad Hays, marketing director
for Edelweiss,

“This area in particular has
marry ddyllic mountain vistas
that ket the riders enjoy the
freedom of the road, but its the

i 1 g 2L ERE Pace 27

camaraderie of the military
riders that keeps them coming
back every year," he said.

One of the highlights of Ride
the Alps is the poker riun, in
which riders collect Awe pliying
cards along a predetermined
route. When they return from
the 150-mile jaunt, they play
poker with their hand for prizes
Last year 180 hikers partici-
pated.

In addition to the ride on
marked rouates, the rally takes
an a festival atmosphere, with
live music provided by Armed
Forces Entertainment on Sat-
urday

Limited rooms are still avail-
ahle at Edebawiss Lodge and Re-
sort. If you aren't staying at the
Resort, you can still participate
in the rally, poker run, all-you-
can-eat buffets and entertain-
ment for §75 per adult.

For information about the
rally and lodging, visi
edelweisshodgeand resort.com/
news-deals,




SERVING THE MILITARY IN
WAR AND PEACE SINCE 1949

From its inception in 1947, University
of Maryland Global Campus (UMGC)
was a leader in accommodating and
educating adult students across
Maryland, including Gls returning from
World War Il. In 1949, at the request of
the U.S. Department of Defense, UMGC
became the first institution of higher
education in America to send faculty

active-duty servicemembers. From a
handful of sites in postwar Germany,
the overseas program expanded across
Europe, as well as the Middle East,
North Africa, and Asia. UMGC’s success
in Europe positioned the university as
the leading higher education provider
to the U.S. military, veterans, and their
dependents around the world.

HISTORIC HEADQUARTERS

View of Heidelberg (home of UMGC’s
first headquarter in Germany) from the
Neckar River. Today, UMGC Europe

to Europe to teach college classes to is based in Kaiserslautern, Germany, near

U.S. Army Garrison Rheinland-Pfalz
and Ramstein Air Base, which host the
largest presence of U.S. Armed Forces
outside of the United States.

THE FIRST
FACULTY HAILS FROM O o
THE CHIEFS

Seven faculty members arrived
in Germany in October 1949:
(left to right) Lyle Mayer, Bruce
Melvin, David Sparks, Phyllis
Sparks, Warren Strausbaugh,
Verne Chatelain, and Martin
Moser. These seven pioneers
laid the groundwork for what
would become UMGC Europe.

Eight U.S. presidents, from
Dwight Eisenhower to Barack
Obama, have sent letters
commending UMGC’s service
to the U.S. military. In the first
letter, sent in 1959, President
Eisenhower cited the growing
popularity of the program.

Patricia Coopersmith
Vice President &
Director 2022-Present

THE MAP

This map, which dates back to UMGC’s first decade
in Europe, identified the locations of classes at
U.S. military installations and embassies in Europe,
North Africa, the Middle East, and Russia. The
color-coded flag pins tracked the continuously
shifting locations. Gray pins denoted discontinued
programs, mostly due to U.S. troop movements.

THE FLYING DEAN

In 1952, William Raymond “Ray”
Ehrensberger was appointed dean.

He circled the globe overseeing
existing programs and seeking new
opportunities. He was appointed as
the university’s first chancellor in 1970
and served until 1975.
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The map held a place of honor in the
office of European Division Director
Mason G. Daly (1960s). It remains on
display in UMGC Europe’s current
headquarters in Kaiserslautern.
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Left: UMGC Europe faculty and staff in Heidelberg, Germany, 1990. Left: UMGC was the first university to have “boots on the ground” in Iraq,
with faculty teaching classes on U.S. bases. UMGC Europe graduates, faculty,
and staff are pictured here at the first recognition ceremony on top of Al
Faw Palace at Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq, May 2009.

Right: MBA Professor Bert Jarreau demonstrates a live streaming format

class offered by UMGC Europe. Among its many benefits, this innovative

format widens the course offerings for remote sites with small student

populations. Right: This graduation recognition ceremony in Kandahar, Afghanistan,
May 2012, was later disrupted by a rocket attack.

For-credit field study classes UMGC Europe students shake Students visit the Stirling Castle during a field study .
were introduced in the 1970s. hands with Pope John Paul Il in Scotland, 2019. :
Here, UMGC Europe students while visiting the Vatican Left: Dean Ray Ehrensberger in May 1951 with the first overseas graduate, .
visit the site of an ancient in 1983. Col. William C. Bentley, an enthusiastic and determined student who advocated .
Greek temple southeast of for off-campus programs overseas that led to the founding of UMGC Europe. :
Athens, at Cape Sounion, 1983. :
Right: Lt. Col. Woodruff S. Bentley Sr. (U.S. Air Force, Ret.), son of N
UMGC Europe’s first graduate, Col. William C. Bentley, congratulates .
his granddaughter, Lauren Bentley. :

GLOBAL CAMPUS | EUROPE

S............ __#) UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND ------
=

europe.umgc.edu

UMGC Europe’s most distinguished
alumnus, General John W. Vessey Jr.
rose from the ranks of enlisted men

to become the 10th chairman of the N . . . .
Joint Chiefs of Staff. He graduated in Right: Here, students study biology in the Sinai. By 2018, approximately

44 percent of UMGC Europe students were female.

Left: During the early years of the European Program, nearly all students
were men serving in the U.S. military.

1963 and later served as chair of the
UMGC Board of Visitors.




SILVER SCREEN vy

Germany's largest film studio, Babelsberg, used Edelweiss

STARSK#STRIPES Pucis

Resort to portray the 1988 Winter Olympic headquarters in ‘Eddie, comes to Edelweiss

Calgary, Alberta, where British ski jumper Michael “Eddie” DOD resort in Ba

By JoLewg Canrgsres

Edwards began his underdog Olympic journey. P
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PULLMAN CAFE

S In 2020, we underwent an exciting transformation of Pullman Place, renovating
0 ﬁﬂiﬁéfﬁl_ﬂ?x el our restaurant into a vibrant café that now offers an array of culinary delights,

4_‘

B TR including sandwiches, locally sourced coffee, decadent desserts, freshly baked

R bread, and artisanal beers brewed right here in the region. Our beloved Pullman
Cafe is now open daily. Step out onto our terrace and savor one of Germany’s
most breathtaking views while relishing in the culinary delights.




guided tours given to the
popular Neuschwanstein
Castle. This is a must-see tourist
destination in Bavaria located
only around one hour drive from
Edelweiss Resort.

360,000

tour participants to one of our 21
various daily guided tours to local
attractions, breathtaking sights and
culturally significant destinations.




SNOWSPORTS

SPORT LODGE

AT EDELWEISS RESORT

185,000

rental and tune ups
for ski and snowboard
equipment for service
member guests.

260,000

Lift tickets sold to the Zugspitze.

160,000

Kids have learned to ski
or snowboard with our
Just For Kids program.
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REST & RELAXATION _ STARSK#STRIPES

Throughout the Irag and Afghanistan wars, the Edelweiss

Lodge and Resort prioritized visits for R&R guests. Troops on R&R
are priority at
Edelweiss Lodge
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A little R&R for the entire family

Edelweiss resort offers

I CRARLIE Cood
s o Siees
CRARAIACH, Gormany
e v Charged for Amencas
n i
Toe wwn wied o be 2 play
e for yRng. Single soldwers
They'd radie ks, clambs rocks snd omb
acpwres i sbapnen, ofiEn CrACRNg A (BT
calting i “mdvesnnme oraaning”
iy, wrtsiqvesg it O 0o the REXpay-
e dirve, befne (he Arrey meted dres
ing doam frvam Conesery o the F9K0s
Wireht fuskdare sl Conme e Garmmach
Pt Ut iy 875 (Ve o o, o e sy
WFY'S FER ] SECTEN MG [ETIMT, o
MERR Wars ars bersd fetghy! |5 king and AT
whamitas, ] many Sroops e Boking for
e b vl My s The Folebwess
Laden and Resar o do o
Anel ifury T Lakang [y facsies
“I wan e @ prosoo.” Spo bees Colm
s af b n-:mpﬁ"re;ml:n.\ru:.nm
=0 during 3 recere REH sy o the del
wets. ] jnt wam © relo fege 1w
e Do, arped 't part of the milgsry
Lk

1 everything | r:anm
T ity and bocoms §
ke S st Apenad e Wi 1 I.n.l.l_'l'

The Foshretm ps 850 million
Artrryutiend Deded fhd cpened m Sepirin-
Bor NOBL snd Hi prodecsser. The Via
Sruben Howd have boised meer than
MO0 prie e Enrsdly frassbees in The
sl ) A

=J hawe Sooe ads," said Natuns "|lnr|.|.n-
#i Wil of Spc Alex Mamnes, wha Sies
s reveently frmshod o oo pear sl m AT
ghamses “1r's hebd om b be Adag
B fu ot ok worry about cookisg o
cheaning. Iy grvsl. We've bsad jiod @ wug-
i) i =

“lx gives un & break from e milfary
™ wnkd Jude Coloa. wike of Spo. Colsn
=} know &% mn Army' bodel but § Soem)
Foed i 1.7

Bk Juan Cofiosh el Al Marminer are
sl % eabwsst, Cermady — Codon wirh
she Trh Bamalinn, 1%%h Avisten Hegi
ey, sl Migvises with the i Seusd-
rsn, dath Carvmiry.

(hilisg in the waer Edebwiisa oy,
ihey and Their famidies o par of The
chasged bkt of Garmisch

Thal's The b, mocandug o Fdefwises
AT

Ty AR botie| wows bl with yoong
wokdiers n peind, sconndeg o Richant L)
ren, the Boiel's generl manager.

I's priced, ar heast for troaps on RER. o
e alfordaive. A neo-ogie Say. Dcheding
ron bresbofess miel dirsrs. oo 590 for
mmgher, or 120 for reo poople. Y outh ages
B3 LT oo oy mhdinional SEB ench. Children
12 mnd umder my froe.

“Ie's & very gros prace,” said Colon, whe
his 5 year okl s ahd & yeerald deugh
=r

Cm i g, 0 b S50 v o -
wupiind by fasibios oo RAR, LePran sid

Suwrmrms of ioals cen often be seen i the
FvRing (0 e ot pool wlech W
mesde for frolicking. o ywrmemmne bps
e emight b grthored in e of & TV

(e Roblvy, wiching & childrons mee
with meviber af (e hoced ST Wi theis
parentE Bl SV (e 1T

“How it seems fpuems| ded’t wam o
concremalt frall dayy: i sl sadd Lokt Plow.
man, Edefwens” recreston Snacm.

Plowsasy sl § oot & kol 1 train W
APl aid FECIEE frar (o Sy s
vifitc such am rock clenbing and kereh-
. Thisee BCTFITEES BPe Mo s 008 M
weal Frgish docaliiog S

The Eshwenm now fcuses o iomer

an afmtddi}lv diversion from life downrange

Germany's bighest peak. the Zugspie,
S B0 Bermir i e plans e smilis on
BAR

JEAB! partcipans sbes guv mas maes for

hald i, Pl

The Parmasch Gorpe & m awesme
taks, roally prwitty,” said Plassrmman, whesn
wall book prariy S0 propk on B ke @
thve paet s . et b wimbertiose. f1
v o8 dhomr Frrsen docios. 11 tnkes (g
or fne erars and costs L bucks

Thitt B Thewme s 10 b Wiy Ac-
onrdng i Fihwan Viges, the Suoels aois
Wi general mmsager, there huve been
oy shout fe trnes whia o sobdier from
Sramrange s teooms dmreass] rmoagh
during his SNy 00 PELEPE (EETPETIGMNL

I wmch cane, conler hewds proveilsd,
Fagroen said and the mdier conniisd wih
Ml ViR

Chaplain (Ml RiSard Pacasia of
APTIY GAFTioS GATMAcH il his service
i triwggm im HEH e il lfrrer than
'S Tt ArwEragE

“Ramcizhes S0y mearching fr mme
spirvil gy in e e~ Pacame
mnd Mhers o leung spennaslly of
be e IroS LT COET ety Dt ang just bl soed
g™ Phoarman skl “Theey can d0 8 O ey s, s o0 st s e pomme o
of for-boer BCUVEY i he mormng and o
tave the afiermom S (hemesives, or
muyte &0 nsoeber (serhny] i the afier.
o~

Eamie bikew v oolTer amed  Cals,
borss dnd carmege el TS dm
woal bowd nekes on mearby lake Edbwee,
wrhore (rares can rola in e dhade of

och

" Pt T Comman Gbom i it i
CHFon BH | AEITRTY Dreried e milisiny & Mo durisg il WEE OuL @ perogras
wmcder whuich Sy s saparvised by st moostsr ot e Dosbasivs Lodgs s Beseri
Earmint b, Garmany, 1o el parersty Can e some Ume s

trEEs
“We're changung oo lemne SCIviDEs W
alfeeiabie mad

" kot of The soleTs 200 B0t FUNCSSGRT 00
syriiag What they do- huve @ whar ey
aperience downrange, acd Bwry el Tl
ol their chest s move oo
T o v i
Y




SNYDER FAMILY VICKERY FAMILY RICHARDSON FAMILY

i_'_.a_ o




THE NEXT CHAPTER

As we celebrate our 20-year milestone, we are excited to embark on

a new chapter of growth and enhancement at Edelweiss Resort. With
substantial commitments dedicated to facility improvements over the
next five years, we are focused on elevating the guest experience to
unprecedented heights. From the complete renovation of our guest
rooms, to the revitalization of Zuggy’s Base Camp and the installation
of a brand-new hot tub, these major upgrades reflect our unwavering
dedication to ensuring every guest enjoys a truly exceptional stay. Our
ongoing investment underscores our relentless pursuit of excellence
and sets the stage for an even brighter future at Edelweiss Resort.
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One Student

125+ UMGC programs & specializations designed to help
you achieve whatever you dream of next while overseas

* On-site, online, and virtual courses available

« 50+ on base locations and services throughout Europe, Visit us on base or
Middle East, and North Africa in our virtual office.

e Special overseas tuition rate with tuition and

L : UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
credentialing assistance //4 GLOBAL CAMPUS | EUROPE

e Lifetime career services and alumni benefits europe.umgc.edu



